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Wildebeest
migration ups
hotel bookings

Bed occupancy in Maasai Mara
has risen from 45 per cent early last
month to about 85 per cent as more
tourists troop in to watch the migration
of wildebeest from Serengeti in Tanza-
nia that is on its last leg, hoteliers said
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national research organisations
such as the Kenya Agriculture and
Livestock Research Organisation
(Kalro), scientists are identifying
and selecting promising varieties
that are tolerant and resistant to
MLN.

Some of the identified varieties
are already undergoing national
performance trials (NPTs) in Ke-
nya, Uganda and Tanzania, mean-
ing that if cleared, farmers will be

drought tolerance and resistance
to foliar diseases.

Q. MLN is associated with total
yield loss. What hopes do farmers
have that these varieties will re-
verse this situation the moment
they are commercialised?

A. The extent of grain loss due
to MLN depends on the stage of

under severe MLN disease pressure
donein natural conditions revealed
that compared to the MLN-suscep-
tible commercial varieties that may
yield not more than two tonnes per
hectare, the MLN-tolerant varieties
showed at least five to six tonnes
under the same conditions.

Q.What would be your best ad-
vise to farmers in regard to MLN
control and the expected release

to tackle the MLN challenge on
multiple fronts. Growing MLN-
tolerant varieties is one of the
ways for control. Equally impor-
tant for the farmers is to avoid
monoculture of maize—t is im-
portant to diversify the cropping
systems, especially with legumes.
The maize-legume cropping sys-
tem will not only help improve the
soil fertility but will also break the
MLN virus cycle.

About 1.8 million wildebeest and
750,000 zebras have crossed into the
Mara while about half a million more
animals are expected to cross in the
next two weeks, according to ecolo-
gists.

Lily Waddington, the proprietor of
Osero Camp within Siana Conservan-
cy, says the 20-bed capacity exclusive
establishment has been fully booked
from early last month, adding that most
of his guests are Britons.
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Bamburi Ce-
ment health and
safety manager
Caroline Muriithi
(right) explains
to masons how
cement is pack-
aged at a recent
visit to the plant
as part of the
firm’s on-going
programme to
train artisans
from across the
country with the
aim of improv-
ing construction
quality stan-
dards.

Kisumu farmer Joseph Agumba, who won a Sh20
million Betway jackpot recently, inspects his new
house currently under construction. Betway of-
fered him professional financial advice to help
him invest his winnings sustainably.

East African Legislative Assembly Member of Parliament Nancy
Abisai, Speaker Daniel Kidega and Society for International Devel-
opment deputy managing director Arthur Muliro during the launch
of the State of East Africa, 2016 report in Nairobi.

Central Bank of Kenya Governor Patrick Njoroge during the
launch of the Foreign Investment 2016 questionaire in Nairobi.
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